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window and there it was. A glorious night with a moon
nearly fiill and a fresh wind driving light white clouds
across the sky, and beneath it all a roaring blaze pouring
out of the windows of a part of Queen's. Of course we
thought, as people always do on such occasions, that we
were the discoverers and rushed out to give information
which we did eagerly for a while till we found everyone
knew.
There was nothing for it but to go to the High and
mingle with the crowd. It was a splendid sight ... I
have seldom seen a better . . . The firemen were there
doing wonders as usual, but also as usual at the beginning
of a fire with apparently no effect. Still, the sight of them
made one feel a horrid coward: I could not conceive my-
self, I am afraid, under any circumstances, climbing about
smouldering beams in an atmosphere consisting literally
of smoke and only smoke. The crowd outside was curious:
I hardly ever enjoyed a crowd before: there were all sorts
there, " classes and masses ", dons and undergrads, They
were all as happy and good-humoured as English crowds
proverbially are. You could not help being struck by the
number of jokes and laughs you heard as you moved
about. It was a motley crowd, too: dons in cap and gown;
men fresh from wines in college blazers, women with
handkerchiefs just thrown over their heads, and, though
it was very muddy, there were a good many dress suits
and dainty pumps. Most people abused the bad arrange-
ments in Oxford in case of fire; some asked if they could
be of any help; and I heard a man in a blazer who wa,s
very drunk and supported by two friends complaining
about the injury to the " facade of the High ", which
phrase he repeated ma.ny times* For a time it looked as if
it might spread. Happily the wind was against it and
blew it in showers of sparks on to the street. Still, it
gained ground at first, and sheets of flame leaped through
the windows and roof. I don't know if you have a good
picture of Queen's in your mind's eye. Do you remember
there are three large figures surmounting each of the

